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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
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earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 
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1)^ Responsive to communication(s) filed on 04 December 2006 . 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)^ This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application js in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 
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Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 
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application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Summary 

On September 1 1 , 2006, an Office Action was sent to the Applicant rejecting 
claims 1-4. On December 4, 3006, the Applicant responded with arguments. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1-4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Haseltine 
(6,578,015). 

Hasteltine discloses a method and corresponding system for electronic bill 
presentment and payment comprising routing billing information over a communications 
network using an open financial exchange communication protocol, providing billers and 
customers to participate in an electronic bill payment and presentment system having a 
centrally located mainframe system, providing a plurality of customer service providers 
to interface with one or more of said customers, providing a plurality of biller service 
providers to interface with one or more of said billers and to collect said billing 
information from said billers with respect to one or more of said customers; 
providing a centrally located switching system coupled to said bill payment and 
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presentment system for coordinating the routing of messages between said customer 
service providers and biller service providers, generating at said customer service 
provider or at said biller service provider mainframe application files comprising said 
messages, forwarding said mainframe application files in batch mode to said centrally 
located mainframe system, and converting at said switching system said mainframe 
application files into Internet accessible addresses for delivery of said messages over 
the Internet to one or more intended recipients comprising at least one of said customer 
service providers or said biller service providers (col. 3, lines 1-65; col. 6, lines 20-30; 
col. 10, line 10 to col.11, line 21); providing a file distribution agent for appending to said 
mainframe application files a HTTP header and using a look-up table to determine the 
Internet accessible addresses (col. 3, lines 1-65; col. 6, lines 20-30; col. 10, line 10 to 
col.11, line 21); pushing said messages to one or more of said customer service 
providers and bursting said messages to two or more of said plurality of biller service 
(col.3, lines 1-65; col.6, lines 20-30; col. 10, line 10 to ool.11, line 21); and electronically 
routing billing information over a communications network using an open financial 
exchange communication protocol, providing a switching system for routing messages 
including said billing information between one or more customer service providers and 
one or more biller service providers, providing multiple connectivity options into said 
switching system, said options including an open connection over public lines and a 
closed-line connection, forwarding by one of said customer service providers or one of 
said biller service providers mainframe application files including said messages with 
one or more intended recipients over said closed-line connection to said switching 
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system, converting at said switching system said mainframe application files into 
Internet accessible addresses for delivery of said messages to said intended recipients 
over said public lines (col.3, lines 1-65; col.6, lines 20-30; col. 10, line 10 to cpl.11, line 
21). 

Although the Examiner has pointed out particular references contained in the 
prior art(s) of record in the body of this action, the specified citations are merely 
representative of the teachings in the art as applied to the specific limitations within the 
individual claim. Since other passages and figures may apply to the claimed invention 
as well, it is respectfully requested that the applicant, in preparing the response, to 
consider fully the entire references as potentially teaching all of the claimed invention, 
as well as the context of the passage as taught by the prior arts or disclosed by the 
Examiner. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-4 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Lalita M. Hamilton whose telephone number is (571) 
272-6743. the examiner can normally be reached on Tuesday-Thursday (6:30-2:30). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kalinowski Alexander can be reached on (571) 272-6771. The fax phone 
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number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 



Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



273-8300. 




